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On April 1, Miskito leader Jan Steadman Fagoth Muller said his group was suspending military
operations because of the continued lack of unity in the contra movement. "Our struggle is
paralyzed today because of the incompetence of the leaders of the Nicaraguan Democratic Force
(FDN)," he said. An estimated 1,000 Miskitos belong to the FDN which, according to US government
sources, numbers about 15,000 men. At a news conference in Miami, the contra leader said efforts to
split the Indian anti-Sandinista movement had prompted some of the Indian refugees in Honduras
to return to Nicaragua. He laid the blame for this on Adolfo Calero and Enrique Bermudez.
Leonardo Somarriba, secretary general of the United Nicaraguan Opposition (UNO), claimed
Fagoth Muller was unimportant, an officer without soldiers. Somarriba stated that most of his
followers in Honduras had joined UNO and had not abandoned the contra cause. Fagoth was
asked why, with three times the number of troops of the Salvadoran rebels, the FDN could not
emulate an attack such as FMLN staged on March 31. He replied, "It is because of the military
and political strategy of the U.S. in Nicaragua has failed." He said as part of an effort to find a new
strategy, he and Brooklyn Rivera were convoking a "general assembly" of delegates from some
250 Indian communities in Nicaragua, which he said would take place either there or in Honduras.
In the meantime, added Fagoth, all guerrilla offensive activities by Indians in Nicaragua would
be "suspended." (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 04/02/87) [Editorial notes: A few months
after the July, 1979 victory, the Sandinistas organized the Miskitos, Sumus, Ramas, and Sandinistas
United (MISURASATA). Among those chosen to lead the organization were Fagoth and Brooklyn
Rivera. However, instead of developing into a mass organization supportive of the revolution,
MISURASATA became an opposition group. In early 1981, the Sandinista security forces jailed the
MISURASATA leadership. All were soon released, with the exception of Fagoth, who was accused
of being a CIA accomplice. At that time the government released a letter reportedly found in the
files of the Somoza secret police which described his earlier work as a spy for the police. He was
released in May 1981, when he fled to Honduras. In January 1982 he joined forces with the original
contra group of National Guardsmen which became the FDN. In the same year Fagoth formed his
own band of contras known as MISURA, allied with the FDN. By late 1985, Fagoth had reportedly
lost the majority of his following among the Miskito people, result of several years of collaboration
with the FDN and the CIA. Rivera broke with Fagoth in 1983 and revived MISURASATA as an army
of Miskitos allied with the ARDE contra group based in Costa Rica. The major reason for his split
with Fagoth can be described as "qualms" about working with former Guardsmen. Then, in 1984
when ARDE started collaborating with the FDN, Rivera withdrew his support of the ARDE contras,
and MISURASATA began negotiating with the Sandinistas. Fagoth's announcement that he has
"suspended" activities against the Sandinistas provides further evidence of the decline of the contra
movement among Nicaraguan Indians. In brief, both the Nicaraguan Indians' major leaders, Rivera
and Fagoth, have called off military actions against the government.-B.K.]
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